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;comendations  on  Suspensions 

At  the  beginning  of  each  school  year,  parents  are  to  be 
notified  of  school  expectations  and  parental  responsibility 
including  the  reasons  for  suspensions  and  parental  respon- 
sibility. 
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Ttannrr   of  Student  Suspensions  should  include 
2  effectiveness  of  suspension. 
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f.  Student  Placement  is  to  be  commended 
Dcedures  to  include;  (a)  whether  the  sus- 
er  or  administrator  initiated;  (b)  the 
ation  of  the  pupil;  and  (c)  the  number  of 
and  the  number  of  pupils  per  number  of 

f  Student  Placement  should  revise  the  re- 
es  to  initiate;  (a)  a  brief  description 

took  place;  (b)  the  ethnic  identity  of  the 
istrator  initiating  the  suspension;  and 
ives  explored  prior  to  suspension. 


rict's  Pupil  Services  Unit,  the  alternate 
ries  that  now  warrant  suspension  should 
r  example,  suspending  a  student  for  cutting 
ar  to  be  counter  productive.  When  truancy 
d,  a  counselor  should  discuss  the  matter 
;  if  this  does  not  resolve  the  problem, 
them  parents  snould  be  involved.   The  expanded  utilization 
of  community  agencies  should  also  be  stressed  as  alterna- 
tives to  suspensions.   Suspensions  should  never  be  applied 
to  truancy. 

The  reasons  must  be  explored  for  the  disproportionately 
high  incidents  of  Blacks  suspended.   Students  who  have 
been  repeatedly  suspended  should  receive  counseling. 

The  Data  obtained  from  the  ethnic  identification  of  the 
initiator  of  the  suspension,  from  the  ethnic  disportionment 
of  suspensions,  and  from  the  behavior  leading  to  suspen- 
sions should  be  the  focus  of  in-service  training  held  on 
an  instructional  planning  day.   At  such  meetings  of  school 
staff,  the  cultural  differences  in  behavior  should  be  dis- 
cussed fully  and  the  alternate  approaches  in  lieu  of  sus- 
pensions should  be  explored. 

Through  the  Supervisor  of  Student  Placement,  a  study  should 
be  instituted  to  determine  the  reasons  for  the  differences 
in  suspension  rates  among  schools  and  for  the  decline  in 
total  number  of  suspensions  since  the  1969-1970  school  year, 
reversing  the  trend  of  increasing  incidents  since  the  1963- 
1964  school  year. 

REASON  FOR  SUSPENSIONS 

Suspension  of  Student  by  Principal 
A.  (Education  Code  10601.5) 

The  principal  of  a  school  may  suspend,  for  good  cause, 
any  pupil  from  the  school  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
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Recomendations  on  Suspensions 

1.  At  the  beginning  of  each  school  year,  parents  are  to  be 
notified  of  school  expectations  and  parental  responsibility 
including  the  reasons  for  suspensions  and  parental  respon- 
sibility. 

2.  The  Annual  Reoort  of  Student  Suspensions  should  include 
evaluation  of  the  effectiveness  of  suspension. 

3.  The  Supervisor  of  Student  Placement  is  to  be  commended 
for  modifying  procedures  to  include;  (a)  whether  the  sus- 
pension is  teacher  or  administrator  initiated;  (b)  the 
ethnic  identification  of  the  pupil;  and  (c)  the  number  of 
pupils  suspended  and  the  number  of  pupils  per  number  of 
times  suspended. 

4.  The  Supervisor  of  Student  Placement  should  revise  the  re- 
cording procedures  to  initiate;  (a)  a  brief  description 

of  what  actually  took  place;  (b)  the  ethnic  identity  of  the 
teacher  or  administrator  initiating  the  suspension;  and 
(c)  the  alternatives  explored  prior  to  suspension. 

5.  Through  the  District's  Pupil  Services  Unit,  the  alternate 
for  given  categories  that  now  warrant  suspension  should 

be  explored.   For  example,  suspending  a  student  for  cutting 
class  would  appear  to  be  counter  productive.  When  truancy 
is  first  observed,  a  counselor  should  discuss  the  matter 
with  the  student;  if  this  does  not  resolve  the  problem, 
them  parents  should  be  involved.   The  expanded  utilization 
of  community  agencies  should  also  be  stressed  as  alterna- 
tives to  suspensions.   Suspensions  should  never  be  applied 
to  truancy. 

6.  The  reasons  must  be  explored  for  the  disproportionately 
high  incidents  of  Blacks  suspended.   Students  who  have 
been  repeatedly  suspended  should  receive  counseling. 

7.  The  Data  obtained  from  the  ethnic  identification  of  the 
initiator  of  the  suspension,  from  the  ethnic  di sport ionment 
of  suspensions,  and  from  the  behavior  leading  to  suspen- 
sions should  be  the  focus  of  in-service  training  held  on 

an  instructional  planning  day.   At  such  meetings  of  school 
staff,  the  cultural  differences  in  behavior  should  be  dis- 
cussed fully  and  the  alternate  approaches  in  lieu  of  sus- 
pensions should  be  explored. 

8.  Through  the  Supervisor  of  Student  Placement,  a  study  should 
be  instituted  to  determine  the  reasons  for  the  differences 
in  suspension  rates  among  schools  and  for  the  decline  in 
total  number  of  suspensions  since  the  1969-1970  school  year, 
reversing  the  trend  of  increasing  incidents  since  the  1963- 
1964  school  year. 

REASON  FOR  SUSPENSIONS 

I.  Suspension  of  Student  by  Principal 
A.  (Education  Code  10601.5) 
The  principal  of  a  school  may  suspend,  for  good  cause, 
any  pupil  from  the  school  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
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Sections  10607,  10607.5  and  10607.8  The  principal 
shall  report  the  suspension  of  such  a  pupil  to  the 
governing  board  of  the  school  district  or  to  the  dis- 
trict superintendent  in  accordance  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  governing  board. 

Any  suspension  pursuant  to  this  section  shall  not  exceed 
five  school  days. 

B.  (Education  Code  10601.6) 

"Good  cause"  for  suspension  includes  those  offenses  enumer- 
ated in  Section  10602,  but  is  not  limited  to  those  offenses. 

C.  (Education  Code  10602) 

Continued  willful  disobedience,  habitual  profanity  or 
bulgarity,  open  and  persistent  defiance  of  the  authority  of 
the  school  personnel,  or  assualt  or  battery  upon  a  student, 
upon  school  premises  or  while  under  the  authority  of  school 
personnel,  or  continued  abuse  of  school  personnel,  assault 
or  battery  upon  school  personnel,  or  any  threat  of  force  or 
violence  directed  toward  school  personnel,  at  any  time  or 
place  shall  constitute  good  cause  for  suspension  or  expulsion 
from  school;  however,  no  pupil  shall  be  suspended  or  expelled 
unless  the  conduct  for  which  he  is  to  be  disciplined  is 
related  to  school  activity  or  school  attendance. 

Smoking  or  having  tobacco  on  school  premises  constitutes 
good  cause  for  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  pupil  except 
when  permitted  as  provided  in  this  section. 

D.  (Education  Code  10607) 

On  or  before  the  third  consecutive  school  day  of  any  given 
period  of  suspension,  the  parent  or  guardian  of  the  pupil 
involved  shall  be  asked  to  attend  a  meeting  with  school 
officials  at  which  time  the  causes,  the  duration,  the  school 
policy  involved  and  other  matters  pertinent  to  the  suspension, 
shall  be  discussed.   If  the  parent  or  guardian  fails  to  join 
in  such  a  conference,  the  school  officials  shall  send  him  by 
mail  a  letter  stating  the  fact  that  suspension  has  been  im- 
plemented and  setting  forth  all  other  data  pertinent  to  the 
action. 

F.  (Education  Code  10607.5) 

Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Section  10607,  no  student 
shall  be  suspended  from  school  for  more  than  20  days  in  a 
school  year  except  he  shall  first  be  transferred  to  and 
enrolled  in  either  one  other  regular  school  for  adjustment 
purposes  an  opportunity  school  or  class,  or  a  continuation 
education  school  or  class.   In  the  case  of  transfer  to 
another  regular  school  for  adjustment  purposes,  additional 
days  of  suspension  are  limited  to  10  days. 

In  a  case  where  an  action  is  pending  in  juvenile  court  in 
regard  to  a  student,  or  where  expulsion  is  being  processed 
by  the  governing  board,  a  superintendent,  or  other  person 
designated  by  him  in  wiritng,  may  extend  the  suspension  until 
such  time  as  the  juvenile  court  or  the  governing  board  has 
rendered  a  decision  in  the  action. 

G.  (Education  Code  10607.8) 

Whenever  a  pupil  is  suspended  from  school,  the  parent  or 
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guardian  concerning  the  suspension  of  the  pupil  shall  be 
signed  by  the  school  principal  or  designee. 

H.  Possession  of  Deadly  Weapons 

Principals  must  suspend  whenever  a  student  brings  any 
deadly  weapon,  as  defined  by  the  California  Penal  Code, 
Section  3024,  onto  a  school  ground. 

II.    (Education  Code  10601) 

Suspension  of  Students  by  Teachers 

A  teacher  may  suspend,  for  good  cause,  any  pupil  from 
his  or  her  class  for  the  day  of  the  suspension  and  the 
day  following. 

San  Francisco  Unified  School  District  Administrative 

Procedures  Student  Suspension  by  Principal 

Principal  or  Designee 

I.  Notify  the  student's  parents  of  suspension  immediately 
by  telephone.   If  unable  to  contact  parent,  notify  by 
mail  the  same  day. 

II.  Complete  the  notice  of  suspension. 

A  Indicate  specific  act  which  led  to  the  student's  sus- 
.  .  .pension.  (Do  not  confuse  parents  by  stating  Education 
Code  Sections.) 

B  Indicate  the  previous  number  of  suspensions  and  total 
days  suspended. 

C  Include  student's  racial/ethnic  classification. 

D  Student  suspensions  are  to  be  sent  to  an  appropriate 
division  Assistant  Superintendent. 

E  It  is  important  that  copies  of  student  suspension  are 
placed  in  the  student's  cumulative  record  folder  to 
maintain  proper  and  accurate  records. 

III.  Parent  Conference 

A  On  or  before  the  third  consecutive  school  day  of 
any  given  period  of  suspension,  the  parent  or 
guardian  of  the  pupil  shall  be  asked  by  the  princi- 
pal or  designated  staff  person  to  attend  a  conference. 
If  the  parent  fails  to  join  in  such  a  conference,  the 
student  must  be  re- instated  at  the  end  of  the  Sus- 
pension period. 

B  In  the  case  of  any  suspension,  the  parent  should  be 
requested  to  accompany  the  pupil  to  school  for  a 
conference  upon  his  return. 

IV.  Length  of  Suspension 

A  No  student  may  be  suspended  for  more  than  5  school 
days  for  any  one  incident. 

B  alT"s'u3pensions  are' to  be  made  for  a  ip-Lexfic    time 
period. 
The  total  cannot  exceed  30  school  days  per  school  year, 
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V.  Extension  of  Suspension 

The  Superintendent  has  designated  the  Supervisor  of 
Student  Placement  as  the  person  authorized  to  extend 
a  student  suspension  in  a  case  pending  Juvenile  Court 
or  an  expulsion  being  processed  by  the  governing  board. 

VI.  Principal's  Request  for  Student  Transfer 

Whenever  a  student  request  for  transfer  is  being  considered, 
a  parent  conference  is  mandatory  as  directed  by  the  United 
States  District  Court.   (See  Special  Educational  Services 
Bulletin  #6,  Sept. 30,  1973).  Atthis  time,  the  principal 
may  extend  the  suspension  to  allow  the  parent's  request 
for  an  appeal  hearing  before  the  next  Student  Placement 
Committee  meeting. 

VII.  The  District  Student  Rights  and  Responsibilities  Manual 
suggests  alternate  methods  to  suspension  which  may  be  taken 

by  the  principal  in  handling  truancy,  tardiness,  class  cutting 
smoking  and  drug  usage,  through  remedial  methods. 

Student  Suspension  by  Teacher 

I.  Procedures 

A.  The  teacher  completes  suspension  notice  and  sends  notice 
to  principal  or  his  designee  (include  student's  racial/ 
ethnic  classification) . 

B.  Teacher  sends  student  to  the  principal  or  his  designee 
for  appropriate  action. 

C.  Principal  or  designee  informs  the  parent  by  phone  or 
other  means,  of  the  action  taken  and  the  date  the  student 
may  return  to  class. 

D.  Teacher  who  issues  suspension  must  telephone  parent 
during  preparation  period,  recess,  or  after  the 
close  of  school  to  discuss  reasons  for  suspension. 

E.  If  parent  or  those  designated  individuals  on  the 
"Emergency  Card5'  cannot  be  informed  by  phone  or  other 
means,  student  must  be  detained  in  the  office  for  the 
balance  of  the  school  day  when  written  notification  of 
the  action  will  be  issued. 

II.  Conference 

Upon  the  students 's  return  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
suspension,  the  student  will  be  readmitted  to  school 
after  a  conference  with  the  principal  or  his  designee, 
the  parents  and  the  teacher  who  issued  the  suspension. 

III.  Pvecords 

Teacher  suspension  totals  are  counted  as  part  of  the 
student's  cumulative  total  suspension  per  year. 

Suspension  Statistics  for  the  1973-74 
School  Year 

Elementary  Schools,  Primary  Level: 

Of  the  126  suspensions  at  the  primary  schools,  41  were  for 
insubordination/defiance,  31  for  physical  attacks  on  students, 
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20  for  physical  attacks  on  teachers,  and  17  for  fighting. 
The  ethnic  distribution  was  73  Black,  29  Other  White,  and 
16  without  ethnic  code.   Suspensions  are  not  uniformly  distri- 
buted throughout  the  schools.   Douglass,  a  primary  school, 
with  an  enrollment  of  200,  had  12  and  El  Dorado  and  Marshall 
had  10;  20  of  the  schools  had  none. 

Elementary  Schools,  Intermediate  Level; 

the  793  suspensions  at  the  intermediate  schools,  325 
were  for  insubordination/  defiance,  143  for  fighting,  118 
for  physical  attacks  on  students,  and  57  for  profane  language. 
The  ethnic  make  up  was  557  Black,  106  Other  White,  65  Latino, 
and  23  without  ethnic  code.   John  McLaren  had  95  and  Visitacion 
Valley  had  87  suspensions.   Two  had  none  and  four  had  one  each. 

Junior  High  Schools: 

Of  the  1775  suspensions  at  the  junior  high  level,  723  were 
for  insubordination/defiance,  366  for  fighting,  123  for  phy- 
sical attacks  on  students,  and  103  for  profane  language.   Of 
these,  988  were  Black,  347  Other  White,  246  Latino,  and  65 
Chinese.   Visitacion  Valley  Junior  High  had  183  and  Luther 
Burbank  had  173  for  the  most  suspensions.   Of  the  regular 
junior  highs,  Francisco  with  20  had  the  least  and  Presidio 
with  26  had  the  next  fewest. 

Senior  High  Schools: 

Of  the  1150  suspensions  at  the  senior  high  level,  457 
were  for  insubordination,  163  for  fighting,  118  for  truancy/ 
cutting,  and  74  for  smoking  and  60  for  possession  of  drugs. 
The  ethnic  breakdown  was  773  Black,  197  Other  White,  79 
Latino,  38  Filipino,  and  37  Chinese.  Abraham  Lincoln  had  259 
and  Woodrow  Wilson  had  229  for  the  most  suspensions.   Of  the 
regular  senior  highs,  Lowell  had  19  for  the  least  and  the 
next  least  was  Eugeae  McAteer  with  36. 
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TABLE  I:  19  73-74  School  Years 
Comparison  of  Blacks  Suspended 
to  Total  Suspended 


Blacks 
Suspended 


Elementary 
Schools, 
Primary  Level 


73 


Elementary   557 
Schools 
Intermediate  Level 

Junior      988 
High  Schools 

Senior       778 
High  Schools 


Total 
Suspended 

126 


793 


1775 


7.  Blacks 
Suspended 

57.9 


70.2 


55.6 


1150  67.6 

***************** 


"L   Blacks  in 
School  Population 

31.2 


31.9 

30,5 
26.9 


TABLE  II:  1973-74  School  Year,  Suspensions  by 
Racial /Ethnic  Classification 


RACIAL/ETHNIC  CLASSIFICATION 

SS  -  Spanish  Surname  and /or 
Spanish  Speaking 

OW  -  Other  White 

Caucasian/White  origin 


SENIOR   JUNIOR 

HIGH     HIGH     ELEMENTARY  SPECIAL 

SCHOOLS   SCHOOLS   SCHOOLS     SCHOOLS 


79 


197 


246 


346 


72 


135 


ETHNIC 
POPULAT- 
ION  TOTAL 

10,861 


20,592 


N/B  Negro/Black 

778 

998 

630 

14 

22,920 

C  -  Chinese 

37 

65 

13 

-0- 

12,016 

J  -  Japanese 

1 

3 

2 

-0- 

1,289 

K  -  Korean 

1 

9 

1 

-0- 

334 

AI  -  American  Indian 

3 

10 

3 

-0- 

247 

F  -  Filipino 

38 

43 

17 

-0- 

5,566 

ONW  -  Other  Non 

-White 

8 

35 

7 

-0- 

2,012 

Without  Ethnic  1 

Code 

8 

19 

39 

8 

-over- 
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TABLE  III:  Seven- Year  Summary  of  Suspensions 

Division     1963-1964  1964-1965  1965-1966  1966-1967  1967-68 

Senior  High  Schools  2200       2517      1903       2120      2768 

Junior  High  Schools  1764       2646      2131       2690      3616 

Elementary  Schools   1846       2019      1435       2054      2151 

Special  Schools       -0°       °0-        °0-       -0-       -0- 
Totals  5810       7182      5469       6864      8535 

Division   1968-69  1969-70  1970-71  1971-72*  1972-73  1973-74 

Senior  High  Schools  2607  5372    NA  623       864  1150 

Junior  High  Schools  4714  5996    NA  1474       1853  1775 

Elementary  Schools   2378  2361    NA  1638       1431     919 

Special  Schools      30  59   16      6    24 

Totals  9729  14288    NA      3751       4136    3868 

NA  -  Not  Available 

*  Data  available  only  for  second  semester,  1971-72  academic  year. 
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